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Well the year has indeed flown by and we already find
ourselves having neared the first quarter of the year. We
trust you are all having a good 2019, despite the challenges
that our country faces.
To keep you in the loop we have commenced with our new
website overhaul. This is indeed much needed and we look
forward to modernising our website and our offerings to
our members.
We also held our first of two annual meetings with the
Department of Labour as per our MOU with the
Department. This newsletter provides the latest news with
regards to the Ergonomic Regulations so please read this
snippet in the newsletter.
On a sad note we sadly say goodbye to two of our ESSA
community members. Peter Kowalski from Formfunc and
Kaizer Lubisi from the from the Department of Labour’s
Directorate Occupational Health and Hygiene, who both
passed away suddenly. Peter was a strong supporter of
Ergonomics in South Africa and was fundamental in
bringing Alan Hedge over to South Africa to talk about
Office Ergonomics. Kaizer (picture featured below), has
worked with ESSA through the various Occupational Heath
forums that ESSA has attended. On behalf of the ESSA
Council and greater community I would like to extend our
deepest condolences to the colleagues and family of both
Peter and Kaizer.
We have the ASHFAS / 14th ESSA Conference to look
forward to this year. This will be taking place in Durban
during the end of August. The first and second call for
papers has already been sent out. We encourage all
practitioners and academics to please submit an abstract.
The theme of this year’s conference is to bridge the gap …
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between practitioners and academics so we look
forward to receiving many abstracts. We will provide
details soon of the costs and venue so look out for
this.
I will be on maternity leave until September and in
my absence, Dr Jono Davy will be Acting as ESSA
President. Should you wish to make contact, please
contact us through ergonomicssa@gmail.com.

Enjoy our newsletter and happy reading J

FORMFUNC : A GOODBYE TO PETER
It is with great sadness that we share the news of our
beloved colleague and friend, Peter Kowalski, Founder
and Director of Formfunc (exclusive distributor for
Humanscale products in Sub-Saharan Africa) who passed
away suddenly on Sunday 24 Feb 2019.
Peter was widely loved and respected in the industry and
we know this loss will come as a shock to many of us.
When Peter started Formfunc Studio in 2009, his main
vision was to grow awareness of Ergonomics throughout
Africa. He had a deep love for our country and was
determined to ‘make a difference’. He could see that the
Humanscale brand would be a perfect message to
promote, and went about doing so with absolute
integrity, humility, compassion, drive and a huge dose of
humour.
Peter got to know Dr Alan Hedge through Humanscale
International, and invited him to SA in 2017 to present on
‘Economics of Ergonomics’. The roadshow was hugely
successful, presenting to over 300 individuals associated
with the industry.
Another passion of Peter’s was everything green, and he lived by this philosophy. He joined
forces with GBCSA and took part in creating the Interiors Tool. Peter was driven to achieve the
first 6-green-star build for interiors at the newly launched Formfunc showroom and distribution
centre in Lanseria, JHB. Formfunc have ticked all the boxes to achieve the 5-star rating and now
working at gaining the points to achieve 6-star.
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Peter cared very much for those around him and made every effort to improve the lives of those
he knew, and those he didn’t. He was an incredibly generous person, and one of the many
examples of this was sponsoring two HKE Masters students tuition fees. He also assisted with
costs of tuition fees and feeding schemes of students at Milnerton High School in Cape Town.
Formfunc has grown immensely and Peter did a wonderful job of leading a young, dynamic and
inspired team who are more determined than ever to carry on his legacy.
Peter will be sorely missed by all that knew him.
Statement from Tim Hutchings - Humanscale International President "We will miss Pete, and I
cannot find the words to convey just how much he meant to us all. We will continue the work he
started, with everything we have , and will ensure that his legacy continues. The Humanscale and
Formfunc relationship has become even tighter because of this and our energy and vigour to
continue the charge is stronger than ever."

FEEDBACK ABOUT THE ERGONOMIC REGULATIONS
ESSA and the Department of Labour (DOL) met as
part of their bi-annual meetings and feedback was
provided about the Draft Ergonomic Regulations. The
Regulations have been submitted to the State Law
Advisors for language and editing. On the 26th
March, the Advisory Council of Occupational Health
and Safety held a meeting where the Regulations and
the accompanying guidance notes were presented.
Should the Regulations be accepted, they will then be
sent to the Minister whom will sign the regulations
and guidance notes into legislation.
We are very excited that we are near the end of this process. This is an exciting time for the
Ergonomics community. Workshops will be arranged by the Department in Durban,
Johannesburg and Cape Town for later in the year.
The Department of Labour will also be hosting the National Occupational Health and Safety
Conference in July 2019. We will share more information about this conference once we receive
the final information. There will also be the Occupational Health and Safety Africa Expo and
Conference in September this year. Ergonomics topics will form part of both conferences.
ESSA has been invited on numerous occasions to give presentations on the Draft Ergonomics
Regulations. However in the meeting with the Department, it was agreed that ESSA should not
be giving any presentations on these Regulations, and should we be requested to, then the
organisations requesting this should rather contact the Department who will be in the position to
share any information.
ESSA would like to extend its appreciation to the Department of Labour for the work it has done
on drafting the Ergonomic Regulations and we look forward to the outcome of the Regulations
being signed into legislation.

ESSA EVENTS

2019 CONFERENCES TO LOOK FORWARD TO

14TH ESSA CONFERENCE AND 4TH AFRICAN SYMPOSIUM ON
HUMAN FACTORS AND AVIATION SAFETY

DURBAN,
SOUTH AFRICA
27-29 AUGUST 2019

ASHFAS 2019 / ESSA 2019
Fourth African Symposium on Human Factors and Aviation Safety
Fourteenth Ergonomics Society of South Africa Conference

27th - 29th August 2019: Durban, South Africa
We are pleased to bring you two conferences in one in 2019. From 27th to the 29th of August
2019 these conferences will be hosted by Air Traffic and Navigation Systems in partnership with
the Ergonomics Society of South Africa, University of the Witwatersrand and Rhodes University
THE THEME OF THE JOINT CONFERENCE WILL BE: ”BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN HUMAN
FACTORS/ERGONOMICS THEORY & PRACTICE”
The symposium will be held in Durban, South Africa. We hope to attract academics, students,
government representatives, and industry professionals from the ergonomics, human factors,
aviation safety, transport, mining, and healthcare industries. This year we are also intending on
spreading our wings further afield from South Africa and to attract participants from countries
across the African continent and the globe.
Abstracts for presentations and posters are invited with the following dates:
Submission deadline: 29 April 2019
Review feedback: 13 May 2019
Revised (if necessary) submission: 27 May 2019
Revised feedback: 10 June 2019
Final submission: 15 July 2019
For enquiries about abstract submissions please contact:
Dr Jonathan Davy - Jonathan.Davy@ru.ac.za
For enquiries about exhibiting or sponsoring please contact
Sethunya Matsie - ergonomicssa@gmail.com or
Lebogang Mokoena - lebogangma@atns.co.za

COMING SOON!!!
We are proud to advise that we contracted a team that has initiated the upgrade of the ESSA
website. The focus of the upgrade is to modernise the current look and feel of ESSA-related
content and also improve member interaction. The upgrades will allow members to register
online and manage memberships, as well as allow members to register for and pay for all
conferences, webinars, workshops and other ESSA-related events. As mentioned previously, all
PAB registrations and new applications will be streamlined on this new website as well. In
addition we will broadcast events from our sister societies and internationally-related societies.
This will improve communication of all human factors and ergonomics information within South
Africa and from abroad.
Watch this space!

